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President’s Message

By Larry Richards, Chapter President
E-mail: Lw577nitro@twc.com Phone: 502-727-7700

WOW! Summer hit my place full swing this week! I hope
everyone is doing well and getting ready for our “Day in the
Country” chapter picnic to be held July 16th at Alice and Sam
Monarch’s farm in Breckinridge County. It is a great event where
everyone gets together and enjoys a great day in the country
with great food and fine friends!

Shortly after that, August 6 and 7% is our chapter’s signa-
ture “Youth & Apprentice Hunter Education Weekend” to be held
for the first time this year at the Fern Creek Sportsman’s
Club. We can certainly use all the help members can provide as
this first-class event takes first-class people to put it on and it is
a labor-intensive event. Please contact Michael Graham if you
can see yourself helping out for such a phenomenal event!

The next event to follow on August 13 is the “Top Gun
Chapter Championship” & “Chapter Learn to Shoot Sporting
Clays Event” which have been fun shoots in years past! Bill Hook
is ramrodding that effort and can use more volunteers. Bill will
have experienced instructors on hand so grab a friend or two
and join the fun at Indian Creek Gun Club!

As many of you know, I am taking Daughter Mallory on a
hunting trip to South Africa for her high school graduation pres-
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ent! To make a bewildering story short... I arrived back from an
overseas flight (for those of you who do not know, I am a cor-
porate jet pilot) late Sunday night (June 19%), expecting to have
all of today (Monday) to catch up before Mallory and I depart
first thing in the morning (Tuesday). It has always been a habit
for me to check African airline arrangements at least two days
prior to departure and, this year, it paid off! Mallory’s and my do-
mestic leg from Charlotte to JFK tomorrow early A.M. had been
cancelled; consequently, I'm now scrambling to get us to JFK
tonight for tomorrow’s SAA flight to Johannesburg!

Moral of the story... check and double check all your hunting
travel arrangements at least 48 hours prior to and then up to the
last minute prior to departure even if you have been sworn to
on a stack of Bibles that your arrangements are good! Double-
checking just barely saved our bacon this trip!

I am a true believer that taking young hunters hunting is
the absolute best way to keep our sport alive into the 21 Cen-
tury! Do your part each time you can as it pays high dividends!

I'm really looking forward to seeing and chatting with each
and every member at Sam’s place on July 16th!

Yours in Good Hunting!

Board of Directors

Peter Cameron - pcameron@digicove.com
Bob Edwards - bedwardslouky@insightbb.com
Mike Graham - michael_|_graham@me.com
Tom Hebert - Tom@REALTORS.win.net
Mike Maddox - explorer111749@aol.com
Sam Monarch - smonarch@bbtel.com
Lowell Stevens - lowellstevens@me.com

KYSCI Represented On NRA Host Committee

By Mike Ohimann

Mike Ohlmann, Sherry Maddox,
Alan Kirschenbaum, and Mike Maddox

The NRA Convention returned to Louisville May 19 — 22, 2016,
hosting “over 80,000 patriots” who “celebrated Freedom, Firearms
and Fellowship at the 145th NRA Annual Meetings...”

A number of members of the KYSCI Chapter have been instru-
mental in the success of the last two NRA Annual Meetings that
were held in Louisville by serving on the Advisory Committee and
the Host Committee.

KYSCI Chapter Members Mike Ohlmann, Sherry Maddox, Alan
Kirschenbaum, and Mike Maddox served on this year’s NRA Host
Committee and were in attendance on May 17, 2016 for the launch-
ing of the NRA's Hunters Forum, a program designed to align all of
the hunting community and turn the tide against the animal rights
incursions into the right to fish and hunt.
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The Sable is arguably Africa’s most beautiful antelope. With a glossy black coat highlighted by snow-
white facial features and scimitar horns that can exceed 40 inches in length, he is a trophy hunter’s dream!
Clay Monarch took this photo on the Moketsi Game Ranch, a 2-hour drive north of Bloemfontein, RSA.
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KYSCI Has Opportunity To Give Back

By Bob Edwards

SSG Nathan Downer, who enlisted in the military in 2005, is
the Training NCO for B Company, 351st Aviation Support Battal-
ion. He recently returned home from a deployment to Kuwait
(15-16) where he served as the Aircraft Engine Shop NCO Shift
Lead. He was also deployed in Kuwait (06-07) as an Aircraft En-
gine Mechanic with F 135" AVN.

Thanks to the U S Army Chain-of-Command, the Kentuck-
iana Chapter of Safari Club International recently became aware
that while deployed abroad, SSG Nathan Downer, a fellow sports-
man, had his hunting equipment stolen.

KYSCI learned that SSG Downer grew up in Wyoming hunt-
ing elk, mule deer, and pheasant; however, he found hunting
whitetail deer in Kentucky to be very challenging. He explained
that there was a huge difference hunting Wyoming vs. Kentucky
and thought that Kentucky held more challenges and topography
diversity. When talking about the loss of his hunting equipment,

he explained that he really missed bow hunting but with he and
his wife expecting their second child and preparing their home
in Kentucky, it would be difficult to afford another bow.

As sportsmen, KYSCI members who became aware of the
loss of SSG Downer’s archery equipment immediately understood
the disrespect to SSG Downer’s service and sacrifice. Realizing
the loss of access to an important distraction to daily woes and
to the spiritually healing process that hunting is for so many of
us was insufferable. We knew we could aid in repairing this sit-
uation.

We learned that Clint Tally, a fellow prior service member
had the good fortune to win a brand new bow, and as a patriot,
he reached out to find a deserving service member to whom he
could donate his slightly used, equally impressive bow. Under-
standing that a bow alone might only add a hardship to a family
trying to become whole again following a theft and several de-
ployments and the interruptions they cause to one’s life and fi-
nances, others jumped on board. Under the leadership of
KYSCI, volunteers assembled a comprehensive bow-hunting
package that should get SSG Downer back afield this Fall and
serve him well into the future.

The package consists of: Clint Tally’s PSE Stinger Bow, True
Glow Site, Whisker Biscuit Arrow Rest, Alpine Detachable Quiver,
a new release, a $100 Gift Certificate to Cabela’s, 6 full length
carbon arrows with inserts and practice points, 6 each Slingblade
Mechanical Broadheads, Plano Hard Bow Case, a Reinhart Tar-
get, Summit Viper Classic Climber Treestand and Safety Harness.
We also arranged for SSG Downer to have a free bow fitting and
set up with custom arrow cutting.

KYSCI says, “SSG Downer, thank you for your service! We
wish you many happy days afield!”

KYSCI Honors KY Conservation Officer Of The Year

By Bob Edwards

On Wednesday, May 18, 2016, the Kentuckiana Chapter of
Safari Club International was privileged to host an enjoyable
lunch meeting for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources and Shikar Safari Club International at the Audubon
Country Club. The purpose of the meeting was to present the
Annual Shikar SCI “Kentucky Conservation Officer of the Year
Award” to this year’s recipient, Fulton County Conservation Offi-
cer Greg Youree. This is the second time Officer Youree has re-
ceived this prestigious award.

Presenting the award for Shikar Safari was Janis Bohner who
was accompanied by her husband, Chris. Shane Carrier, Assis-
tant Director of Law Enforcement, and 1% District Captain Garry
Clark, who received this award in 1996, were present represent-
ing the KDFWR.

KYSCI was represented by chapter members Mike Ohlmann,
Senior Advisor, and Bob Edwards, KYSCI Director. Rachel Crume,
Director of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation, represented the foundation.

The Department takes this award quite seriously. Award win-
ners are selected based on a variety of factors, including job
knowledge, skills and judgment; dedication and professionalism
in investigation and follow-through on cases; and cooperation
with other officers, agencies and constituency groups. The vet-
ting process to receive this prestigious award is quite lengthy and
difficult with one officer from each of the nine districts being
nominated by their peers. A panel of captains from each district

then selects one of
the nine officers
who is then veri-
fied by the Director
of the Department.
This year’s winning
officer's name was
added to the
plague at the KD-
FWR Salato Wildlife
Center in Frankfort,
Kentucky. Officer
Youree personally
received an award
plaque plus a pin
that becomes a part of his permanent uniform. He was also
awarded an immediately payable life insurance policy.

Shikar SCI was founded in 1952 by an international group
of hunters interested in exchanging ideas about the sport. Each
year the club sponsors an award for the “Conservation Officer
of the Year” in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces and the ter-
ritories of both nations.

Our chapter strongly supports Kentucky’s Conservation Of-
ficers in the difficult and often dangerous work that they do, pro-
tecting our state’s natural resources and us, the sportsmen of
the state. We are honored to be a part of this annual event.

Major Carrier, Capt.Clark,
Ms. Bohner, Officer Youree,
Mike Ohlmann



The Benefits

Of Hunting & The
Funding It Generates

Imagine a world void of wild game: lands once plentiful
with deer, elk, turkey, quail, and waterfowl now barren. Pas-
sionate sportsmen and women like you and me would con-
sider this to be our worst nightmare. Thankfully, efforts by
that same group of passionate sportsmen and women have
ensured that this nightmare will not become a reality.

Step back just eight decades into the 1930’s when the
nation found itself in the midst of the great depression. The
economy was severely struggling, and for most American
households, money was tight. In addition, wildlife popula-
tions were experiencing severe declines. A lack of attention
to wildlife resources, coupled with unregulated hunting and
a lack of funding to address these issues created the perfect
storm for the virtual elimination of our cherished wildlife.

During the heart of these uncertain times, a group of
passionate visionaries saw an opportunity to generate a se-
cure funding source that would ultimately be considered one
of the most successful pieces of conservation legislation ever
to be enacted. The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act,
also known as the Pittman-Robertson Act created a mecha-
nism for hunters to fund conservation efforts. The Pittman-
Robertson Act imposes an 11 percent excise tax on all
firearms, ammunition, and archery equipment. Manufactur-
ers, producers, and importers of these items pay the excise
tax with the understanding that these funds are earmarked
specifically to help fund state wildlife agency conservation ef-
forts. Today, every time someone purchases a firearm, am-
munition, or archery equipment, they can take pride in
knowing that they‘ve played a role in supporting world class
hunting opportunities across this great nation.

In order for legislation like the Pittman-Robertson Act to
be the most beneficial, hunters must once again continue to
lead the way through the sale of state hunting licenses. The
benefits of purchasing your hunting license may seem obvi-
ous, but did you know that every Kentucky hunting license
sold acts as a lever to increase our state’s share of the
Pittman-Robertson Act fund? Historically, Kentucky’s share of
the Pittman-Robertson revenue is approximately
$10,000,000.00 annually, all of which is used to benefit
wildlife. Our state receives this federal funding based on its
hunting license sales and total land area. Since Kentucky's
land area probably won't be changing anytime soon, we must
find ways to increase the number of hunting licenses sold so
that we can continue to ensure that our cherished game
species are managed based on sound science through proper
funding. It is worthy of note that even though all citizens
enjoy the benefit of wildlife conservation, the financial burden
is carried exclusively by hunters.

By Ben Robinson
Biologist, KDFWR

Kentucky has reaped the benefits of the user pay/user benefit
model for many decades. If you've ever enjoyed watching wildlife,
stepped foot on one of our many public Wildlife Management Areas,
sighted in a rifle at one of our public shooting ranges, pursued white-
tailed deer, elk, eastern wild turkey, or waterfowl, thank a hunter.
Without the financial contributions that hunters continue to make,
our abundant wild game populations could not exist.

The benefits of hunting and the funding it generates remain ob-
vious to those of us who actively participate in the sport; however,
for many outside of the hunting community, those benefits may not
be so clear. What happens if hunting goes away? Most of us shiver
at the thought, but we must remain vigilant at protecting and pro-
moting our ability to hunt in the future. Without hunting, we jeop-
ardize the wildlife conservation movement for all. We must not only
continue to generate revenue, we must embark upon educational
campaigns to share the benefits that hunters bring to the conserva-
tion world.

As hunters, we must find ways to educate and engage those
who are passionate about other parts of the great outdoors: bird
watching, hiking, paddling, and camping to name a few. We must
unite to protect our great traditions so that future generations can
find the joy that we've experienced while pursuing wild game. We
must make known the fact that without management funded by
hunting, the abundant non-game populations like songbirds, butter-
flies and salamanders enjoyed by so many would not thrive.

For most outdoor enthusiasts, it remains obvious that hunters
pave the financial way for conservation. If hunters lose, then wildlife
will suffer the consequences. Take pride in knowing that each time
you purchase a hunting license, buy ammunition for that big game
excursion, or a new firearm for the grandchild, you are ensuring a
bright future for wildlife and the sport of hunting.

Habitat Improvement Checklist
By KDFWR

July-August

___ Create wildlife waterholes when the soil is dry enough
__ Perform exotic/invasive species removal

__ Mark trees for timber stand improvement

__ Manipulate dove fields for season opener

___ Plant winter wheat in late August

September

___Order tree & shrub seedlings (Kentucky Forestry Dept)
__ Spray herbicide to kill fescue

___Sow clover & cool season grasses

__ Prepare firebreaks & seed to winter wheat

For more info, call KDFWR (800) 858-1549
Kentucky Forestry Dept. (502) 564-4496




Annie Oakley Range Day

By Bob Edwards

On Saturday, June 18, 2016, at the Fern Creek Sportsman’s
Club, the Kentuckiana Chapter of Safari Club International
(KYSCI) participated in the eighth annual Annie Oakley Range
Day event. KYSCI has supported and assisted with this program
since its inception. Since the program began, more than 500
women have participated in the program firing over 50,000
rounds of ammo!

The purpose of this event is to introduce women who have
never used a firearm to the shooting sports. About 50 ladies of
all ages spent a beautiful early summer day learning the basics
of firearm safety, function, use, and range conduct in a subdued,
friendly setting with no pressure, and all seemed to enjoy the
experience. The ladies fired over 400 rounds of 20 ga. shot-
shells, 350 rounds of 9mm centerfire handgun, and 5000 rounds
.22LR ammo this year.

The “Anne Oakley” event is funded entirely by sportsmen.
The Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club donated the use of their entire
facility for the day along with some ammo and all the clay birds,
and several of the club’s members donated use of their own per-
sonal firearms. The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Foundation and
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation each donated cash. Acad-
emy Sports and Dick’s Sporting Goods donated supplies and gifts
for the participants.

KYSCI donated use of the club’s training rifles and shotguns,
shooting safety equipment, and nine of the Club’s trained shoot-
ing coaches. KYSCI believes in the benefits of this program and
has provided the Annie Oakley Range Day event with a page on
our Chapter’s website. Our Chapter views projects such as this
and our sponsorship of NASP and our Youth & Apprentice Hunter
Education Weekend as an extension of our ongoing work to in-
troduce as many new participants as possible to the shooting
and hunting sports.

In addition to archery and long guns, the ladies fired about
4000 rounds of .22 ammo in a variety of single action revolvers,
double action revolvers, and an assortment of semi-autos. They
left this class well able to handle about any handgun they might
encounter. The participants were encouraged to bring their own
firearms as well, and for those who did, personal one-on-one in-
struction was provided for them after the initial course of instruc-
tion.

After introductory remarks, we conducted a general safety
course in the Club’s building. Then, with eye and ear protection
provided, we sent the ladies out to different shooting stations.
A special “Thank You"” to the many volunteers who manned those
stations and taught the different hands-on training classes.They
included the following people:

e SCI Vice-President and KYSCI Treasurer Sherry Maddox
helped organize and direct traffic flow to keep everyone
on station.

KYSCI Members Mike Maddox and Jim Warren instructed
the shotgun segment with the KYSCI training shotguns.
KYSCI Member and NASP Instructor Alyson Stamper and
Scott King of King’s Archery, with Jason Scannell of the
Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club instructed the archery seg-
ment using our Chapter’s archery equipment.

KYSCI Member Roger LaPointe, who is a certified instruc-
tor in every NRA shooting discipline, Megan Maraman, a
highly trained instructor with Lotus Gunworks, and Wayne
Whitworth, a retired Marine Sniper, conducted the rifle
segment using the KYSCI club training rifles and other
assorted bolt action and semi-auto rifles.

KYSCI CMP/Shooting Committee members Mike
Ohlmann, Jim Austin, and Bob Edwards helped conduct
the handgun segment of the day’s instruction.
Additionally, Derek Turner of Lotus Gunworks, a trained
instructor, John Cline, an experienced range officer, and
Jerry Cole, with Academy Sports, demonstrated handgun
safety and proficiency.

This year, we were excited to have members of Freedoms
Fierce Femmes (F3), an area women'’s shooting club, as
the lead handgun instructors. Jenny Williams, M.J. Vowell,
and Cheryl (club president), with Jaquie Kuhens, return-
ing for her second time, conducted the firearm and firing
instruction and coached the individual shooters.

We would also like to thank KYSCI Members Rachel
Crume, founder and organizer of this event, with her hus-
band Scott, and the many other volunteers who make
this worthwhile event possible.

Many photos and reports from the participants can be found

on the Annie Oakley Range Day Facebook page.
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That First Safari!

By Pat Riley

“How was it?’ they asked. You've talked about hunting
Africa for years and, now, that the glorious adventure has come
and gone in almost dreamlike fashion! How do you answer that
simple question when you return, “How was it?”

As your adrenaline surges, your heart rate rises, a broad
smile forms, your eyes shift contemplatively up and to the right
then rapidly left to right searching for were to start. How do you
begin to re-live and share such an experience! “Okay” is woe-
fully inadequate; “great” begs a thousand questions; and “more
than I ever imagined” takes on a hint of indifference. I settled
for “phenomenal, eye opening and strangely addictive!” This
phrase became my qualifier to ascertain the questioner’s intent:
courteous conversation or genuine interest.

As a hunter, I always try to consider my audience before
delving into my passion. The non-hunter wants to know how
long you were gone, how long the flights were, which countries
did you visit, what were the weather, people and food like, and
what animals did you see?

Pat, His Tracker & Skinner
With Pat’s First Impala

To the non-hunter my answers were simple: 10 days, 36
hours travel time one way, 3 plane transfers and 9,300 air miles
to the Eastern Cape in the Republic of South Africa. July is the
middle of winter in South Africa: jacket weather where overnight
temperatures can reach below freezing. In general, the people
of South Africa I met seemed perfectly content living day to day;
however, the Johannesburg Airport is filled with panhandlers and
hustlers preying on the continual flow of international travelers.

My Professional Hunter and Safari Outfitter spoke several
languages: English and Afrikaans (described as a form of Red-
neck Dutch) along with the many local tribal languages when
conversing with the natives. The food was a sample from each
of the animals I harvested served up in true gourmet fashion
worthy of the lodge’s 4-Star rating. And yes, I saw lots and lots
of animals including elephants, cape buffalos, zebras, giraffes,
monkeys and lots of plains game but, thankfully, no snakes. At
this point, the typical non-hunter nodes their head and with a
polite, “That’s nice, glad your back,” they check their watch and
bow out before I can pull out the pictures.

To the anti-hunter, the “How was it?” question is quickly fol-
lowed by “Did you kill anything?” and “Why?” I choose to focus
on the SCI Blue Bag that I took on safari to give to the local pri-
mary school children. Explaining that while the government of
RSA provides a building for schooling the children, they provide
precious little else. The Blue Bag I brought was bulging with
school supplies, paper, pencils, erasers, chalk, colored pencils,
clothing and footwear, as well as some toys, soccer balls and
candy. The smiles on the children’s and teachers’ faces warmed
my heart and opened my eyes to the educational differences that
exist and, in many ways, still define ones quality of life potential.

The children received some simple pleasures and educational in-
spiration through the gifts that this SCI hunter and other SCI
hunters from around the world share with those in need. As
hunters, we want to show the people of the places we hunt such
as RSA that we respect the people as well as the animals we
came to hunt.

The anti-hunter will
usually retort with, “Why
kill the animals? Why not
just take pictures?” 1 tell
them that hunting activi-
ties contribute signifi-
cantly to the RSA
economy and the meat
from the animals har-
vested is a welcomed
protein food source to
the local native popula-
tion who cannot consis-
tently put meat on the
table. Oh, but I did take

lots of picture of the animals I did not hunt and some of them
are phenomenal if I do say so myself.

Reluctantly, some agree to view the photos of which I had
many and over time and more conversations, some come to re-
alize that we both share a passion for wildlife though supported
differently. They listen as I explain the reality that regulated
sport hunting is one of the wildlife biologist most effective tools
vs. nature’s population controls of disease and starvation. So ef-
fective is regulated sport hunting that most South African and
North American wildlife populations have increased during the
20% century. Lastly, I tell them that the greatest threat to wildlife
is their loss of habitat as man expands into their wild spaces.
They are surprised to learn that habitat preservation and popu-
lation control is funded almost exclusively by hunters through
hunting related fees and hunting related taxes.

A fellow hunter or truly interested non-hunter starts with
the, “How was it?" question quickly accompanied by, “Tell me
more; where are your pictures; and don’t spare the details!" 1
resist the urge to break into my happy dance, mostly because I
just can't
dance and be-
cause to try
would detract
from the
whole story. I
tell them to
pull up a chair,
pour them a
cup of coffee
or a bourbon,
pull out the
photo album, then take a deep breath in and out to revive the
sights, the sounds, the smells, the adventure and the memories
that are about to be released to my spellbound audience as I be-
gin...

All want to know if I would ever go back and do it again?
My answer is a swift and confidant, “Yes!” 1 tell them I can only
wish they and others could see what I've seen and feel what I
felt! I can only hope, pray and plan for the next opportunity to
become one with the Dark Continent, her diverse wildlife and her
diverse people on a new safari.

One Curious
Giraffe




