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President’s Message

By Mike Maddox, Chapter President
Email: mmaddox@me.com Phone: 502-235-0924

I want to thank each of

{ you for electing me President

| of our Kentuckiana SCI Chap-

~ ter for 2016-17. I also want

. to personally thank Larry

Richards for doing such a

| great job as Chapter Presi-

dent during the past two
years.

Since the first of June, our

Chapter has been active with

several great programs. On

June 18™, the Chapter was a

sponsor of the “"Annie Oakley

Day” at Fern Creek Sports-

man’s Club with about 45

ladies attending a day of

shootmg and learning new skills with a variety of firearms.

On July 16%, Sam and Alice Monarch invited the Chapter
membership, their families and friends to their farm for our an-
nual summer “KYSCI Day in the Country Picnic”. The weather
was perfect and the fish were biting! More than 80 picnickers
enjoyed the food and all the activities. The day turned out per-
fect! Thanks again to Sam and Alice.

On August 6, we held our annual “Youth and Apprentice
Hunter Education Program” at Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club.
This was the first year we held the event at this venue and it
was perfect. The folks at the Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club
were so helpful and the logistics for all the stations provided
maximum space for success for both educational and actual
hands-on interaction. In addition to all the shooting disciplines,
tree-stand safety and tracking and blood trailing were also a big
success, as was lunch as everyone loved the burgers, baked
beans, chips and more.

Unlike in past years, with the “Youth and Apprentice” event
being moved from Indiana to Kentucky, the Kentucky Depart-
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ment of Fish and Wildlife provided the classroom portion of
the “Hunter Orange Card” online. Each attendee who wanted
to earn his/her Orange Card had to complete the online portion
prior to arriving for the day’s program. A certificate printed from
the website provided documentation that the online training had
been completed.

Our “Youth and Apprentice” event also qualified as an official
“Range Day"; so, persons (who only needed the range training)
who successfully completed all of our shooting stations were is-
sued their Orange Cards. Our program is structured with much
more hands-on training than a normal Range Day event which
gave the youth a much broader experience and more exposure
to shooting a larger variety of firearms. By having the Orange
Card class online, we were able to complete the Range Day for
the 45 youth attendees in one day.

We have had a full summer of activities and look forward to
a busy hunting season. As a Chapter, we are looking to sponsor
more “Archery in the School Programs” and sending another ed-
ucator to the "AWLS” (American Wilderness Leadership School)
program at the Granite Ranch in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. If you
know of a deserving school or educator, please let me know.

We are starting to work on our annual KYSCI Fundraising
Banquet that will be held on Saturday, February 11, 2017 at the
Audubon Country Club in Louisville. Please mark your calen-
dar for this event. Your Chapter Fundraising Banquet event is
not just for our Board to coordinate. I am asking each of you as
members to reach out to me, and I will connect you with one of
our banquet committee team leaders.

Our membership has grown this year! If you know people
who support our mission, enjoy the outdoors and their freedom
to hunt and fish, talk to them about SCI and our Chapter and in-
vite them to join us. All the information for events and becoming
a member is on our Chapter website, www.kentuckiansci.org.

I look forward to being your Chapter President this year. I
am always available if you have a question or just want to talk
about hunting.
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“Wild Pigs”, aka “Feral Hogs", are domestic animals that have escaped
from farms and/or have been released and are living in the wild and/or
are descendants from such animals. These animals pose a rapidly in-

creasing problem for indigenous wildlife (such as deer and turkey) and the habitat. These unwelcome invaders do billions of dollars
of damage to agricultural crops each year as well as damage to yards, parks, and forests. It is estimated that there are now 6,000,000
such animals found in 38 states including Kentucky (and as close as Louisville's “Jefferson Memorial Forest”). The cover photo was
not taken in Kentucky; however, it depicts the population explosion and rooting/erosion problem our state now faces. See "Wild
Pigs: How Kentucky Hunters Can Help”in the Conservation Corner of this issue.




Kentuckiana SCI Participates In
“Bell - Pay It Forward” SCI Blue Bag Program

By Alice Monarch

When Grandsons Tom and Clay visited the Karoo Region of
South Africa with us in 2009, we took two SCI Blue Bags to the
native children whose parents live and work on the Theron Fam-
ily Farm. The Therons graciously hosted a party for the children
and Tom and Clay gave the 33 native children their gifts. The
children’s faces were priceless!

When we returned a couple of years later, we took two more
SCI Blue Bags and shared gifts between the farm children and
the local Merriman Elementary School children. This spring, Sam
and I again returned to the Karoo and, along with our Kentuck-
iana Chapter, co-sponsored another Blue Bag for the native chil-
dren. Many of the children from our previous visits had moved
away but a few were now grown and lived and worked on the
farm and remembered Tom, Clay, Sam and me. One young lady
greeted us with her child.

A new dimension was added to this year’s SCI Blue Bag with
the sponsorship of the Amy Bell Family “Pay It Forward” SCI Blue
Bag. After the sudden death of Amy Bell, a young huntress and
philanthropist, her family teamed up with the SCI Foundation
and purchased SCI Blue Bags for hunters so as to encourage
hunters to purchase school supplies, clothing and the like for im-
poverished children around the world. The Bell Family’s plan was

g for hunters to leave the

O Blue Bags with the out-

- fitters and encourage

- 4 other hunters/outfitters

to shop locally to en-

hance hunters’ images

and avoid excessive

baggage charges fre-

quently imposed by the
airlines.

Keeping with the

Bell Family’s wishes, our

Bell Blue Bag was left

with our outfitter, Julian

Theron of Jules of the

School Suple & New Clothes
For 36 Farm Children

The Joys OF A Rare

Karoo Safaris, to be used by the next hunter who wanted to
leave gifts for the children on the farm or at a nearby school.
We took with us one Blue Bag of school supplies and gifts pur-
chased from our local Wal-Mart and after our arrival, Martisan
Theron, Julian’s wife, drove me to nearby DeAar where I pur-
chased one complete outfit for each of the 36 children on the
farm. Martisan explained to the storeowner and to the ladies
who waited on us and other onlookers that we were American
hunters and we were buying gifts for the farm children. Follow-
ing the Bell Family’s plan was positive in several ways: we, as
hunters, were seen as caring people by the locals; the store
owner was happy that we Americans were spending money in
his store; we could use the $150+/- of extra baggage fees saved
to purchase more for the children; and the Rand/Dollar ex-
change rate made it possible for us to buy more for the children
who lived on the farm.

Sam and I are headed back to visit with the Therons in a
couple of weeks and we are looking forward to refilling the SCI
Blue Bag for the farm children.

By searching Amy Bell Family “Pay It Forward” SCI Blue Bag
on the Internet, you can learn more about participating in this
truly rewarding program.
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Give your family and friends
the best Christmas
present possible!
Give them:
2nd Amendment Protection
Preserve Their Right to Hunt

Stuff their Christmas stockings with
memberships in KYSCI, SCI & NRA!

Visit: www.kentuckianasci.org
www.safariclub.org ¢« www.nra.org
Or Contact: Chapter Liaison Sherry Maddox
502-253-9679




Wild Pigs:

How Kentucky’s Hunters

If I told you there was an animal increasing in number
in the Commonwealth that proved sporting to hunt, made for
incredible table fare, and had a season that was open year-
round, every hunter worth his or her salt would perk up at
its mention. Click through the hunting channels or flip
through the hunting magazines and you will be hard pressed
to avoid the mention of wild pig hunting. Unlike most other
game species, wild pigs are seen as an invasive species and
many hunting media outlets have charged hunters with the
duty of being a driving force in their eradication. They claim
hunters could enjoy a day afield, bag an animal for the table,
and assist with the eradication of a pest

However, the final point in the above sentence is where
the fallacy of wild pig hunting takes root — hunters are great
conservationists, but very poor eradicators. Sure, market
hunters of the late 1800’s managed to knock wildlife popula-
tions back by a measurable margin, but then again, they
were shooting ducks with small cannons at night! The mod-
ern hunter has been the driving force of conservation both
home and abroad. Through the support of conservation or-
ganizations like SCI, the purchase of hunting equipment and
ammunition, and an unwavering support for preserving our
hunting heritage, hunters are afforded more opportunity at
a wider variety of game now than at any other time in mod-
ern history. Kentucky hunters have lobbied for the necessary
conservation and restoration to add both elk and black bears
to the list of indigenous game animals in the last fifteen
years. The close connection between hunters and conserva-
tion makes the following statement seem quite counterintu-
itive: sport hunting is not an effective method for the control
or eradication of wild pigs.

As an invasive non-indigenous species, wild pigs are in
direct competition with native flora and fauna. In nearly
every case, indigenous wildlife species are outcompeted,
physically displaced, and preyed upon by wild pigs. Wild pigs
also do an estimated $1.5 billion in agricultural damage an-
nually and are highly mobile vectors of disease and parasites
with documented transmission to livestock, wildlife, pets, and
humans. Our current statewide, year-round season for wild
pigs has irrefutably failed to meet the goals of controlling
range expansion or the associated devastating impact of this
invasive species. In fact, the classification of wild hogs as
game species catalyzed new populations that were relocated
by hunters with sporting interests that we are still attempting
to eradicate today.

With wild pigs, you can throw conservation out the win-
dow! The only acceptable form of management is complete
eradication. By the numbers, sport hunting only yields a 30%
reduction in local pig numbers. With female pigs reaching
sexual maturity at six months of age and having three litters
of eight to ten pigs per year, you can see that a 30% reduc-
tion is easily countered by the pig’s unfaltering fecundity. To
simply keep pig numbers stable, an 80% annual reduction is
necessary. This level of removal is only possible with an in-
tegrated approach using the best technology and latest tech-

Can Help

By John Hast, Biologist KDFWR

niques, most of which can only be applied by State and Federal
agencies.

I think we can all
admit that even the
best shot we know
would only stand to kill
a handful of pigs from a
deer stand. If twenty
pigs walk by and your
top shot manages to kill
five (let's say he is real
good at working the §
lever on that old 30- |
30), the other fifteen &
pigs will move to a safer
area, go nocturnal, and
reproductively compen-
sate for their five bud-
dies that got shot.
Using aerial gunning,
night shooting, and cor-
ral trapping, the first
two of which are not
available to sportsmen,
State and Federal agen-
cies can easily exceed
the 80% removal rate
necessary to impact population numbers. Complete eradication of
the entire group is the goal. Sport hunting is not only ineffective at
achieving this level of removal, but also a hindrance to the proper
control methods.

For two summers in college, I cut my wildlife management teeth
culling pigs and a variety of other exotics from ranches in south
Texas. It was at this juncture that I learned the difference between
hunting and eradicating — the first is enjoyable and the second is
work. The level of removal that is required to knock back a popula-
tion of wild pigs is well out of reach to a hunter with even the best

Night-Cam Ph
Feral Hogs In Kentucky

Habitat Improvement Checklist
By KDFWR

October - November

___ Leave a portion of crops standing all winter for wildlife
___Leave food plots fallow for two years (minimum)

___ Plan for next year's projects

___ Do not fall-plow crop fields

__ Order catalogs for seedlings, shrubs, or seeds for spring
__ Flood moist soil management units

December

__ Check for wildlife use of your habitat improvement projects
__ Check fences to keep livestock out of woodlands

__ Hinge-cut cedars and/or create brush piles

___ Plant tree and shrub seedlings

__ Conduct timber stands improvements

To speak to a Wildlife Biologist call 1-800-858-1549




| rifle or pack of dogs. It was also at this time that I realized that anyone who appreciates|
hunting native wildlife should never encourage anything but the complete eradication of these
non-indigenous pigs. In Kentucky specifically, we are usually in the top three Boone and
i Crockett buck producing states each year and kill as many or more turkeys than any othe
state in the Southeast. Would we sacrifice trophy deer and turkey hunting opportunities to
kill a greasy pig in May?
2 Ask yourself the question I posed above about trading a healthy deer and turkey popu-
d |ation for an opportunity to kill a pig, as we are at a crossroads with our state’s pig population
problem. Unlike the other states in the Southeast, we still have a chance to eradicate the hogs we have and keep the others out.
Foremost, this will require an understanding that hunting actually hinders eradication efforts and promotes the spread of pigs through
illegal stockings.

As hunters, our guns are not the answer to the pig problem. Instead, we need to be vocal in expressing our desire to see these
destructive, non-indigenous wild pigs eradicated using means that are time-proven and efficient. We need to stand up against landown-|
ers who protect pigs for hunting purposes and encourage them to allow traps to be set and the invading wild pigs to be removed. We
need to base the hunting culture in Kentucky on our bountiful indigenous species (deer, turkey, elk and bear) that we, as hunters,
have worked long and hard to return to levels that provide ample opportunity for sporting pursuits and a full freezer.

Please report all pig damage and sightings to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Information Center by calling 800
858-1549. Once our biologists assess the situation, we will work with the landowner or tenant to get the pigs removed using the most
appropriate tools.

“LEGAL BRIEFS”

By Ivan Schell, Esquire
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In Re: Importation of Hunting Trophies

Hunters won one and lost one recently related to importing hunting trophies. In New Jersey, Federal Judge Freda
Wolfson struck down a New Jersey prohibition on the importation and possession of Big Four hunting trophies in
the state. The Conservation Force and five New Jersey based hunters alleged that the state's ban was preempted by
the federal Endangered Species Act. Surprisingly, Governor Chris Christy failed to veto this legislation when pre-
sented to him on the premise that the courts would sort it out. This was a politically expedient result for Christy,
but an expensive one for sportsmen. Fortunately, the sportsmen prevailed.

In contrast, a California court upheld the state's ban on importing mountain lion trophies from other states. This
case is on appeal. Both cases seem to reflect fallout from the “Cecil the Lion” episode.

In a related matter, Humane Society International has sued the USFWS (Fish & Wildlife Services) under the free-
dom of information act to gain access to the contact information of all hunters who imported trophies into the US
during 2014 and 2015 for the obvious purpose of harassing these legal hunters. FWS now has the obligation to notify
all such hunters to ascertain whether they will voluntarily agree to allow publication of this information. FWS has
decided to simply publish notice in the Federal Register rather than sending letters to the hunters. If affected hunters
do not respond, the FWS will assume that disclosure is authorized. Hunters will only have 20 days after publication
to protest disclosure. Accordingly, attention to this matter is critical for both SCI and traveling hunters generally.

In Re: State Management of Game Populations:

FWS continues to steamroll state management of wild game populations on federal lands in Alaska. On Septem-
ber 4, 2016, FWS prohibited state authorized hunting practices related to bears and wolves on the premise that such
actions constitute "predator control”. In short, FWS will not permit Alaska to manage its prey and predator popula-
tions so as to keep them in balance. Instead, FWS will allow no action to prevent a predator population from over-
whelming a prey population living on Refuge land. FWS director essentially slandered SCI and the state of Alaska
by asserting that they have mounted an "unrelenting assault on ethical, sportsmen like, fair chase hunting”. SCI's
litigation team is working with Alaska to formulate a challenge to the FWS action.

JOIN SCI FOR 3 YEARS AND SAVE - VISIT: www.scifirstforhunters.ory




My Mexican Slam:
Gould’s Turkey Hunting In Mexico

By Larry Newton

Having taken my Ocellated Turkey in Campeche and my Rio
Grande in Nuevo Leon earlier this year, I only needed a Gould's to
complete my Mexican Slam; so, on April 26, I made the drive from
Murray to Nashville and flew to Chihuahua City, Mexico. My outfit-
ter met me at the airport and we began our three-hour drive to
camp. This was my first visit to Chihuahua, and I was pleasantly
surprised to see a fairly modern city with over a million residents
with a nice view of the surrounding mountains. The drive to camp
followed the relatively flat valley floor until the last 30 minutes
when we began to climb into the upper level of the mountains stop-
ping at around 7,500 feet: just 1,500 feet short of the peaks where
Gould’s thrive.

We soon arrived at the headquarters of a working cattle ranch
complete with real caballeros, working pens, and some of the most
wonderful, crisp
mountain air I'd
ever breathed.
As the shadows
were  already
getting long and
it was extremely
windy, we de-
cided to forego
an  afternoon
hunt and get a
fresh start in the
morning.

Next morning was a little chilly, so I didn't waste any time
climbing into my camo. The coffee was soon ready and I opted
for a light breakfast not knowing how my old body would react to
the thin air of the higher elevations. When I stepped outside, I re-
alized that even thin air got cold: it was 28 degrees and the truck’s
windshield was covered with frost. We started the truck, turned
the defroster on full blast, and went back inside for more coffee.
This was in stark contrast to my hunt in the 100 degree Yucatan
heat where I took my Ocellated four weeks earlier and my Rio in
80+ degree Nuevo Leon 2 weeks after that.

Camp was situated basically in the center of a 5,000-hectare
(12,500 acres) ranch, and we could get to any area in a reasonable
amount of time. On the first morning, my guide decided we would
hunt a waterhole, so we parked the truck and walked into the pre-
dawn darkness toward
the waterhole. I could
soon hear gobblers still
on the roost getting
their lungs ready for a
long day of heavy gob-
bling. :
We fixed a little |
hidey-hole for me, and
my guide setup 10 feet |
behind me. He de- §
scribed the direction &g
from which the birds
would come and I ad- &g
justed everything so I E
could cover the route he descrlbed and settled in. My guide waited
several minutes after the gobbling quieted and the birds left their
roost before he made his first yelp, but he got an answer right
away. My hearing is not as good as it used to be so I wasn't certain

Ranch House

which direction the gobbler was coming from, but it sounded like
he was behind me. Of course, I knew this had to be wrong be-
cause my guide had already told me the directions from which the
birds would come and that wasn't it!

A few minutes later, the Tom gobbled a second time and I was
certain that the turkey was definitely behind me and was coming
over my left shoulder. I slowly turned my head toward him and
there he was about 30 feet away. The Tom couldn’t find the sexy
little chica he'd been chatting up and he was getting nervous. I
was busted! If I had been right-handed, I might have made a shot.
After my guide’s blood pressure normalized, and he discovered that
I was left-handed. He was okay with me not taking the shot...
well, sort of.

Thirty more minutes of unproductive calling helped us decide
to do some scouting. We climbed up the flat-topped mountain in
front of us, down the other side and up the next one. Finally, we
heard a hen and my guide began a conversation with her. There
were several hens there, but no gobbler answered. Knowing that
it was very likely that there was a gobbler with all those hens, we
began a stalk. Over the top we went; down the other side; up the
next one; and around the side, following the sound of the hens.
We thought we should be getting closer, but we eventually lost
them.

Losing them was just as well because, by this time, I was
thinking about calling a helicopter to Medivac back to the truck.
Whether it was the thin air or 72 years of accumulative abuse to
the same old body, I was done for the morning. Even as tired as
I was, I was excited because this was really cool and I was having
a great hunt, and, actually, it turned out to be much better than I
had anticipated.

When we returned to camp for lunch, I was asleep before my
head touched the pillow. I never sleep well the first night in a new
camp, so a couple hours was much needed. After lunch, my guide
had a new game plan. It was windy again, so we headed to the
other side of the ranch to a different waterhole. Waterholes are
important to hunting strategies in these mountains this time of
year. Spring is the dry season and water is scarce. It's dry until
July when the rains begin and re-fill the holes. They get some
snow-melt but not nearly enough to last until July.

We setup where I had a good view of the waterhole and likely
approaches. My guide again set up 10 feet behind me and we set-
tled in for a nice wait. After an hour, my guide decided he couldn’t
stand any more excitement and headed off to do a little scouting
and left me with my thoughts and dreams. I really liked that. I
prefer to hunt alone and this was perfect. When it was just about
time to call it a day, my guide returned to describe his findings and
tomorrow’s game plan. He had gone to the top of the mountain
and found where a Tom had been in full strut dragging his wings
around in the sand. Come daylight, that was where we'd be.

Next morning, we heard numerous gobblers in every direction
still on the roost; however, as they came off their roost their lips
slammed shut and we never heard another peep out of them. It
was only 7:30 and already time for a new plan. My Guide showed
me the impressive sign he had found the previous afternoon, but
now he was thinking the birds must use that waterhole early, so
we headed down and set up at the previous afternoon’s spot.

We cautiously approached the waterhole just in case the birds
were there. My guide was in front and I was dragging along 20
feet behind when he stopped suddenly. Staring into the distance,
he frantically motioned for me to join him. As I sneaked up, he



