Two African Hunts,

One Adventure

By Cheri Miller

At the chapter banquet in February of 2018 while I was busy help-
ing assist, my husband bought a trip to Namibia, Africa. This would be
our second trip to Africa. I was excited and immediately starting looking
at airfare prices to try to get the best deal on a flight.

On one such occasion while looking at airfare when I was actually
getting ready to book the flight, I got a message on Facebook from
Leon Small. Leon is the professional hunter that we hunted with in 2010
on our first safari to Africa. He offered us a deal on a Cape Buffalo in
South Africa and was available for the week after our hunt was already
scheduled in Namibia. John has always wanted a Cape Buffalo, so our
Namibia hunt turned into two hunts for the price of one airfare. One
week abroad, turned into two and we were set for the time of our lives.

We were met off the plane by an airport representative in Johan-
nesburg that was requested to be there by Anne Gaines-Burrill of Air
2000 Hunter Support that we booked as a travel agent for the trip. This
service was well worth the money that we paid and we highly recom-
mend using Anne’s service for travel to South Africa. Anne’s airport rep-
resentative escorted us through Customs moving us to the front of
every line like we were some sort of VIP. Her representative helped
haul our baggage once it was retrieved and then handed us over to
Steve from Air 2000 Hunters Support. Steve was a great asset and he
assisted us just about every time we were at the airport in South Africa.

Once with Steve, we went to retrieve our guns and were escorted
to the City Lodge. This is a hotel located in the airport in South Africa.
We stayed the night and ate supper at the hotel which was also good
because it broke up our flights and gave us a little time to recuperate
from the long flight in.

The following morning, we were picked up at the City Lodge by
Steve. He escorted us back to the airport’s main terminal where we
checked our bags for the flight to Namibia. Our flight was upgraded to
business class where we enjoyed a nice springbok steak for dinner. On
the flight to Namibia, we enjoyed what was by far the best meal we
had ever had on an airplane.

Upon landing in Namibia, we were put off the plane on a tarmac
and had to walk to the Customs Office to sign in and retrieve our guns.
We were then met by Professional Hunter Schalk (pronounced Skulk)
of Afrihunt Safaris who drove us to the hunting location about five hours
north of the airport. After meeting Afrihunt Safaris’ owner, Justus Brits,
his wife, Carla, and their son, Johan, we ate a late dinner of Impala
before heading to bed.

We awoke the next morning to a very windy situation. It made
hunting impossible as the animals tend to bed down in the wind. We
stayed in camp which was actually a bed and breakfast where many
visitors stayed. The first morning some Germans, who were also
hunters who had just
stopped in for the night,
joined us. We had a fun

morning joking and
laughing with this group
of great guys.

We went out when
the wind died down in
the afternoon and got
into a herd of Gemsbok. |
After shooting what we = =
all thought was a large |
female, Schalk and I &
approached the animal.
He was talking about

what a beautiful tall, wide female I had taken when I remarked, “First fe-
male I have ever seen with that equipment.” This huge male Gemsbok
was tall and wide like the females are and, according to Justus, was a
possible record book animal. We went back to camp for a delicious dinner
of Gemsbok although it was not the one I had just shot as mine was still
in the skinning shed.

The next morning was not very productive. We went out and found
Zebras, but they won. I shot and missed. We went back for a late break-
fast then sat in a dark, dreary blind with Schalk. This was also a bust as
the wind whipped around and the animals kept winding us.

We went back to the camp and gave gummy bears and t-shirts to
the kids whose parents worked at the camp. School was out for the week
for vacation and we did not want the SCI Blue Bag that we brought to go
to waste. The youngest of the children stuffed his cheeks with gummy
bears like a chipmunk. m AT
One of his brothers took Y
the soccer ball and ]
kicked it around with one
shoe. When asked where
his other shoe was we
were told that he didn't §
want to wear them both
out at the same time!

Later that day as we
continued on our drive,
we ran into a herd of
Springbok with a nice
male. When I dropped
the animal and we ap-
proached my giant |
springbok, Schalk said I
obviously didn't know
what a monster he was
or I would have been
more excited. Continuing
on after loading the
Springbok, we came
across a beautiful old, - 3
red horned Impala and I took him using Schalks back as a rest. We also
found a Red Hartbeast but it had become too dark for me to shoot. We
ate stuffed Eland and Impala sausage for supper.

The next morning,
we went out on a cou-
ple of blind stalks on
Zebra. I did not let
| them beat me again as

I managed to get a shot
at an older mare! Her
| hide was beautiful and
- not all scarred from
= fighting like a stallion’s

‘| would be.

e - < When we went back
to the lodge for lunch, I also took a nap with Mufasa, the owners Boerboal,
a large breed of dog that is the cross between a Bull Mastiff and a Rhode-
sian Ridgeback.

After a nice nap, we then went out after warthog. The warthog won
the first round. Oh, I shot and I hit him but I must have hit him square
on the nose which is apparently too tough for a bullet to penetrate. We
soon returned to camp where we had Kudu for supper.

The next morning, we were up early and onto a Red Hartebeest early.
I made a perfect shot, dropped him and went back to camp for lunch fea-
turing Giraffe burgers.

After lunch, we went back out to a stand to possibly get into a
warthog but the big pig eluded me again. We saw two young pigs, eight
Kudu, three Duiker (a large male that I should have shot and two fe-
males), two young Dik-Diks and lots of birds. Supper that night was T-

Zebra

Bones as large as your
head and Eland
sausage.

Onour last day of |
hunting in Namibia, &
we went over to the
workers” camp and .
gave them the rest of
the T-shirts, as well as
a soccer ball and some
gummy bears. They
sang a song in &
Afrikaans to thank us
for our generous gifts.
It was a blessing to
these people that they
were happy to receive.

We then left and |
went to property that ™
was owned by Carla’s |
dad. Here is where the |
warthog finally got
beat. I dropped an
ugly, huge 12" tusked
monster and the hunt was now officially over.

Upon returning to camp, I packed prior to dinner as we were leaving
early the next morning. Dinner
consisted of the steaks from the
Gemsbok that I had shot, pork
chops, and an appetizer of
Guinea Fowl in a soft taco shell
with a sweet sauce. We went to
bed early as we had an early
flight out and had to be up at 4
A.M. the next morning.

Traveling back to Johannes-
' burg was uneventful. Once
there, we were again met at the
e x - =W terminal as was set up by Anne’s
T~ LR D5 people at Air 2000 Hunters Sup-
port, and agaln I cannot say enough good things about this service. We
were quickly moved through the lines and back in an area to wait for our
flight to depart for Polokwane, South Africa to meet up with our next out-
fitter, Leon Small, to hunt for Cape Buffalo.

Upon meeting Leon in Polokwane, we had a 3-hour drive to our hunt-
ing camp to hunt for the Cape Buffalo. We arrived at dark to the Taj Mahal
of hunting camps! This was by far the most beautifully set up camp we
had been in while staying abroad. Christo Joubert, who was the profes-
sional hunter for th|s concessmn also met us at the camp

We were up a s
7 A.M. the next W&t
morning to sight
in guns again be- =
fore going after
Cape Buffalo. We
sat in a blind all
morning with a
herd right in front | ¥
of us. The big bull
in the group
eluded John until
about 1 P.M. John §
had to thread a 4 3 -
needle to make a shot be5|de a tree and then put a second onein h|m for
insurance while he was bucking like a horse. It took two solid shoulder
shots.

The men then loaded this huge animal using only manpower. Eight

Blue Bag Gifts At
Workers’ Camp

Warthog

of them loaded the giant onto the back of a truck. The rest of the
evening we sat around and drank and talked like old friends should. An
offer was also made to me on a cow Cape Buffalo that we could not re-
fuse.

I was up early the next morning eager to go after my Cape Buffalo,
a cow, which was perhaps even more dangerous. We stalked them all
morning to no avail then headed in for lunch.

After lunch, we went back out and found them right in front of the
blind from which
John had shot. After
watching them mill
around for a while, I
finally got a good
shot on an old cow
with a beautiful curl.
It took stalking and
four more solid shots
to drop her. e

With the hunt-
ing being done, we
moved to a place closer to the airport and just drove around shooting
animals with the camera. We also relaxed. Traveling back to the airport
with Leon was bittersweet. He is someone we will always consider a
friend. He may even join us at the banquet this year in January.

We flew back to Johannesburg where we again spent the night be-
fore the long flight back to Atlanta. The long flight was probably the
worst part of the trip and, next time, I will pay for the upgrade to first-
class on that flight!
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President’s Message

By Larry Richards, Chapter President
Email: LRichards@cobaltventures.com
Phone: (502) 727-7700

Wow, another hunting season
has basically passed and we are
at that time of year when we look
forward to next year! Mallory and
I had a great hunt for Cow Elk
again, with the old man scoring
and the young hunter getting to
observe for a change! The hunt at
High Lonesome has become our
staple and we sure enjoyed the
great hospitality and service the
staff there provided. Longtime
KYSCI supporter Weststar Avia-

tion Representative Sam Haycraft and last year’s fundraiser auc-
tion winner Chris Kamer and his son were in attendance and
everyone had a magnificent experience.

Looking ahead to the Chapter Fundraiser, the High Lone-
some Ranch has again donated the Cow Elk hunt to us, so please
realize what a great value that is, and join me next year! This
year’s Live Auction and Silent Auction programs have something
for everyone. We have greatly upgraded the caliber of hunts we
are offering. There are a number of new, exciting hunts that we
have not had before to include Cape Buffalo, Beceite Ibex and
Sable Antelope for starters. We have several new outfitters rep-
resented that have really helped to improve the quality of our
offerings, along with our long time supporters who have stood
with us year in and year out and whom we greatly appreciate.

Along with our magnificent Live Auction this year, we will be

About The Cover Clay Monarch took the cover photo and

this photo of White Rhinoceroses in this
picturesque setting in the bush in South Africa, a country where Rhinos are in constant dan-
ger of being poached for their horns, which are composed of Keratin, a fibrous protem found

in hair. These White or Square Lipped Rhinoceroses are giant |
hoofed, horn-bearing herbivores that are among the largest
living land mammals. Rhinos have poor eyesight but acute
senses of hearing and smell. Most prefer to avoid humans
but males and females with calves may charge with little
provocation. Despite their bulk, rhinos are remarkably agile
reaching speeds of 30 mph.
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awarding the inaugural Sam Monarch Youth Scholarship Award.
This award gives us so much pleasure to present, and Alice
Monarch, Sherry Maddox and I are looking forward to doing the
presentation. Sam will be smiling that huge smile on us for sure!

We have a nhumber of Chapter Awards to present during the
evening that we have not done in many years and they will also
make you proud of your sponsorship and membership in the
Kentuckiana Chapter. The Annual Safari Club International Con-
vention has just concluded and we brought home several awards
this year! Best newsletter AGAIN, and this year a first: Best Auc-
tion Program! Alice, on behalf of the Chapter, rightly accepted
both with Sherry Maddox and myself in attendance.

The focus of this Chapter has always been first for our youth
and young sportsperson. We could not make these things possi-
ble without your encouragement and support. This event is our
only fundraiser every year. It finances the myriad of projects we
create and support, notably, NASP programs, The The Youth Ap-
prentice and Family Hunter event, the Sam Monarch Scholarship
and our continuing leadership with Kentucky Hunters for the
Hungry to name but a few. We will be sending an excellent
young person to the AWLS program in Wyoming this summer to
come back and work with Junior and High School students to
get them afield properly with the tools to be the responsible and
ethical hunters of the future. Your participation and help on Jan-
uary 26th will decide, ultimately, how effective we can be so
please realize what this night is all about and come ready to sup-
port your Chapter and go on that trip of a lifetime for a great ex-
perience of your own which will be made doubly so by the
realization of what your adventure allowed your Chapter to do.

Please plan to attend and participate on Saturday, January
26th. We need your support to grow and expand our support of
our youth and the right to hunt! I look forward to seeing old
friends and meeting new ones! We need your support to con-
tinue to grow.

RENEW OR EXTEND
YOUR
KYSCI, SCI & NRA
MEMBERSHIPS

www.kentuckianasci.org
www.safariclub.org
www.nra.org
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Vice President - Cheri Miller - montanaelksgirl@aol.com
Treasurer - Sherry Maddox - explorer111749@aol.com
Secretary - Alyson Stamper - alysonstamperoutdoors@gmail.com
Past President - Mike Maddox - mmaddox@me.com
Senior Advisor - Mike Ohlmann - mctxdy@gmail.com
Director-at-Large - Tom Hebert - tom@realtors.win.net

Board of Directors
Bob Edwards - bedwardslouky@insightbb.com
Alice Monarch - smonarch@bbtel.com
Ivan Schell - ischell@rwsvlaw.com
Marty Stamper - Mstamp6969@gmail.com
Ivy Stevens - lowell.stevens4@icloud.com
Lowell Stevens - lowellstevens@me.com
Youth Director Kris Miller - millerkw@westclarkschools.com



Conservation
Education Is Key

By Sherry Maddox, SCI Vice President

Safari Club Interna-
tional Foundation Mission
Statement is “To fund
and direct wildlife pro-
grams dedicated to
wildlife conservation and
outdoor education pro-
grams worldwide”. One
of the education pro-
grams supported by
members and chapters
worldwide in support of
this mission is the Amer-
ican Wilderness Leader-
ship School (AWLS).

AWLS is located in
Jackson, Wyoming where
SCI owns a property
called Granite Ranch,
where each summer
AWLS offers workshops
for Educators and Student Leaders of Conservation and the role
hunting plays in it. The facilities at Granite Ranch consist of the
Joel Loveridge-Jim Conklin Education Complex that provides a
professional quality kitchen, dining room, instruction and dormi-
tory facilities in addition to staff cabins.

The Wyoming site is surrounded by the beauty of the Gros
Ventre Wilderness Area within Bridger-Teton National Forest. Es-
tablished in 1976, AWLS has provided an accredited conservation
education program for more than 6,000 educators who reach
more than a million students annually. The eight-day professional
development workshop offers hands-on lessons based on the
North American Model of Wildlife Conservation as well as take
home lessons on conservation education that have been inte-
grated into K-12 math, science, language arts, social studies and
physical education.

The curriculum for Educators includes: (1) Wildlife conser-
vation and management in the United States based on the North
American Model of Wildlife Conservation (2) Land management
issues and effects on wildlife and stream studies (3) Endangered
species and outdoor ethics (4) Wyoming ecosystems (5) Eco-

Spend a Great Day Afield
Honoring Our Military

2019 Kentuckiana SCI
Military Reserves
Pheasant Hunt

Lost River Hunting Preserve
Orleans, Indiana
February 16, 2019
Join Other Kentuckiana SCI Volunteers
Contact: Mike Maddox at 502-235-0924

nomic contributions of sportsman in conservation (6) Instruc-
tional materials to use in outdoor education programs (7) Intro-
duction to many classroom resources, and much more... For
educators, there is college credit and other certifications to in-
clude the National Archery in the Schools Instructor Certification.

What you may not know is that for the past 40 years AWLS
has held student sessions
as part of its summer
programs at the Granite
Ranch. The outdoor in-
structional programs fo-
cus on conservation and
natural resource man-
agement providing stu-
dents a base of
knowledge to better un-
derstand and to evaluate
today’s and future conservation issues. The AWLS seven-day stu-
dent program presents a base knowledge of wildlife ecology and

conservation learning
that becomes a central
point around which
leadership training is
provided. Training is
provided through a
combination of class-
room and outdoor
hands-on experience.
Recreational activities
include an overnight
camping trip, a day-long hike in the mountains, a whitewater
rafting trip on the Snake River plus more.

Qualifications for the youth program include: (1) Be enrolled
in high school, between the ages of 16-18 (2) Have satisfactory
grades (3) Have demonstrated the ability to work and commu-
nicate effectively with others.

The Kentuckiana Chapter has supported Granite Ranch and
the AWLS program over the years in both donations to opera-
tions of the ranch and sponsorship of educators. Sponsorship
opportunities are available for qualitied educators or students.

If you know an educator or a student whom you believe
would be a good candidate to attend AWLS, please share this in-
formation with them. Applications for the 2019 sessions are
posted on the SCIF website at www.safariclubfoundation.org.
Question and applications can be sent to Sherry Maddox at
explorer111749@aol.com. Together we can continue to fulfill our
mission to educate and invest in the future generations.

LADIES DAY EVENT

Learn to Shoot Day
Rifles~Shotguns~Pistols~Archery
For Ladies of All Ages

Annie Oakley Day

Fern Creek Sportsman’s Club
Louisville, Kentucky
June 15, 2019
Patient, Expert Instructors
No Fees - No Costs
All Equipment & Ammo Provided

Contact: www.kentuckianasci.org
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